
Pathways of Impact of RE on Key Stage 5 

1. Academic Progression and Subject Choice 

1.1 A-Level Religious Studies: 

• Foundation: KS3 and KS4 RE provide a strong foundation in the study of various 
religions, ethics, and philosophical questions, which are further explored in greater 
depth at A-Level. 

• Impact: Students with a solid background in RE are better prepared to tackle 
advanced concepts, engage in critical analysis, and develop sophisticated arguments 
required at KS5. 

1.2 Related Subjects: 

• Foundation: Skills and knowledge gained from RE are transferrable to other subjects 
such as Philosophy, Sociology, History, and Politics. 

• Impact: Enhanced understanding of ethical frameworks, historical contexts, and 
cultural awareness enriches the study of these subjects and supports interdisciplinary 
learning. 

2. Development of Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills 

2.1 Enhanced Critical Thinking: 

• Foundation: KS3 and KS4 RE emphasize questioning, debate, and analysis of complex 
religious and ethical issues. 

• Impact: These skills are crucial at KS5, where students are expected to engage in 
independent research, evaluate diverse perspectives, and construct well-reasoned 
arguments. 

2.2 Analytical Writing: 

• Foundation: Regular practice in writing essays and reflections in RE hones students' 
ability to express their thoughts clearly and logically. 

• Impact: Proficiency in analytical writing is essential for success in KS5 subjects that 
require essay-based assessments. 

3. Personal Development and Ethical Understanding 

3.1 Moral and Ethical Awareness: 

• Foundation: KS3 and KS4 RE explores various moral and ethical issues, encouraging 
students to reflect on their own values and those of others. 

• Impact: At KS5, students continue to develop a nuanced understanding of ethical 
dilemmas, which is valuable for subjects like Psychology, Law, and Medicine. 

 



3.2 Personal Reflection and Growth: 

• Foundation: RE encourages personal reflection, spiritual growth, and exploration of 
one's own beliefs and values. 

• Impact: This self-awareness and emotional intelligence are beneficial for personal 
development and can enhance resilience and empathy in students as they navigate 
the challenges of KS5. 

4. Cultural Competence and Global Awareness 

4.1 Intercultural Understanding: 

• Foundation: Learning about diverse religions and cultures in RE promotes respect and 
empathy towards different ways of life. 

• Impact: At KS5, this cultural competence supports global awareness and sensitivity, 
which are important for subjects like International Relations, Global Studies, and even 
Business. 

4.2 Social Responsibility: 

• Foundation: RE encourages students to consider their role in society and the impact 
of their actions on others. 

• Impact: This sense of social responsibility can inspire students to engage in 
community service, activism, and leadership roles at KS5. 

5. Preparation for Higher Education and Career Readiness 

5.1 Research Skills: 

• Foundation: RE at KS3 and KS4 involves research projects and independent inquiry. 
• Impact: These skills are directly applicable to the demands of KS5 coursework and are 

highly valued in higher education and professional environments. 

5.2 Communication and Debate: 

• Foundation: Participating in discussions and debates in RE develops strong oral 
communication skills. 

• Impact: Effective communication is essential for success in KS5, particularly in 
presentations, group work, and interviews. 

 


