
House Update December 2020 
 

There was a big question mark over the staging of the House Talent Show a few weeks ago 
but thanks to Mrs Collins determination, it took place on Friday 4th December.  Not only did 
year 7’s get to watch it in the hall, but it was live streamed to the whole school in their 
classrooms.  Hopefully this will set a precedent for it to be done so again, as many pupils 
enjoy watching their talented peers. Mr Hunter and Mr Scott went back to their north 
eastern roots and once more compered the popular event, taking off presenters Ant & Dec.  
I’m not quite sure who had the most fun, them or the pupils who watched their antics.   
 
Fleur Wigmore from 7Curie was a popular and extremely talented winner chosen by the 
judges on the day, when she rather aptly chose to sing ‘Popular’ from the musical ‘Wicked’. 
Her delight at being presented with the House Talent Show trophy nearly matched that of 
Ms Clift who was overjoyed that her house had won for the first time.  
 
Credit must go to entrants from all Houses who demonstrated a variety of talent and 
especially to pupils in 11Bronte who didn’t want to miss out on their last chance to have the 
chance to compete.  Their well-practiced and rehearsed performance to ‘Sparkle and Shine’ 
from Nativity, raised the roof and dispelled the nightmares for some members of staff who 
had done their own interpretation of the same song last Christmas.   
 
If we have learned one thing over the course of this year it is that the generosity of others is 
invaluable, and at this very difficult season for some, it is even more important.   
 
This has been shown to the House Leaders when they have been trying the hard task of fund 
raising for house charities in challenging conditions both in and out of school.  What you as 
parents and pupils have done has been astounding to us all and has exceeded all our 
expectations.  
 
Before half term the year 7’s took part in their sponsored skip out on the field.  Money 
began to pour in and after their hard work, £1798.74 was the total for the 7 houses.  Prizes 
and certificates were awarded to forms and pupils who gained the most total skips and 
raised the most money. Seacole and Pankhurst led the way in both of these.  
 
Year 8 kindly bought in donations for the Halloween party hampers and their generosity 
meant House Leaders were able to build 7 hampers as prizes which raised £324 overall and 
was split over all the houses again, each receiving £46.28. 
 
Christmas was fast approaching and with new ideas to try and the challenges presented, 
houses began to join together to help each other in their endeavours.   
 
Under the careful supervision of Mrs Woods and Miss Gouldbourne, Keller and Seacole 
began a mobile tuck shop, enabling each year group the chance to treat themselves one day 
a week.  As you can imagine, the smallest chance to delight in a tasty delicacy has gone 
down well and pupils are even putting in requests as to what they would like the chance to 
buy from the trolley.   
 



Mr Whittle and Ms Clift from Pankhurst and Curie are jointly fund raising for our partner 
school in Ghana, which is suffering greatly from the financial drawbacks of the pandemic.  A 
signpost will be going up guiding the way to a warming hot chocolate stand. With the school 
having to be well ventilated for health reasons, as you can imagine, something warm to 
drink is going to provide a simple, comforting pleasure. 
 
Please be aware that pupils will need to bring in the correct cash to buy these indulgences.  
It would help greatly if they could be provided with the correct change from home to allow 
them to buy and contribute, in a continued safe manner.   
 
Hepburn House Captains normally attend all the Christmas events in the hall and sell raffle 
tickets to proud parents, carers and relatives coming to watch.  These are more events 
which, due to current circumstances, cannot take place, so Mrs Moran joined forces with 
Bronte’s Mr Wildman and Miss Marsh from new house, Hartley, to ask their forms to bring 
in items to make up festive hampers to raffle instead.  Oh boy, have they been deluged with 
your generosity once more.  An incredible 11 hampers of goodies were made and still 
donations came in.  This enabled them to make up a twelfth hamper.  Alongside a £40 meal 
voucher for Bistro Bar Med tapas restaurant in Southport, ticket number sales have far 
surpassed anything they could have hoped for.  Although at the time of writing, there is no 
final total, it has already reached £784!    
 
The draw for these prizes will take place on Wednesday 16th December to give winners the 
chance to collect their prizes before we break up.  Hopefully some of them will give the 
opportunity to allow some Christmas cheer into households who may be struggling this 
year.  
 
May I take this opportunity to thank you all on behalf of the House Leaders. None of the 
house charities would be able to benefit without your continued support, generosity and 
encouragement. 
 
The only thing left is for me to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a much easier, healthier 
and happier New Year from each one of the amazing House Leaders. 
 
 
Mrs Moran 
House Co-Ordinator 
 


