
House Review 2018-2019 
 

Wow!  What a year it has been for the Houses.  Talk about busy, busy, busy. Competitions, fund 

raising events, a change of house leader, assemblies and prizes galore. Where to begin? 

 

The list of competitions the houses have taken part in this year has been extended.  Years 7, 8 & 9 

competed against each other in inter-house sports and there was the sponsored run in the autumn to 

raise money for the fitness centre. A new art competition with a poignant WWI theme, ran in time to 

coincide with the 100 year Memorial Event in the school hall.  Christmas celebrations began with 

girls ringing out the festivities in the ever popular talent show.  Every half term a quiz takes place in  

PDT covering a variety of themes.  The final two events were the creative writing competition and 

the year 7 Times Table Rock Stars challenge. 

 

Every house produced a winner in the writing competition and the overall winner, Grace Murray, 7F 

of Seacole House received her prize in the final assembly.  Her winning story of the Long Journey 

Home of a migrating Arctic Tern is now on display in the English department with the other 

winners.  

 

Times Table Rock Stars, a raucous celebration of a years worth of practice at learning times tables 

by heart, was expertly overseen by the wonderful Maths department.  Unusually there were joint 

winners in Pankhurst and Seacole and their winning house points will begin Septembers count.   

 

For the first time, staff were persuaded to take part in this challenge and four of the House Leaders 

from Bronte, Curie, Hepburn and Keller were put on the spot, along side house staff from Pankhurst 

and Seacole.  Deputy Head Mrs Robinson took top spot for Pankhurst with Mrs Clift and Mrs 

Moran a close joint second for Curie and Hepburn.  The precedent has now been set for the staff for 

next year – so watch this space.  

 

Through the course of the year, fund raising has gone on for the house charities: UNICEF, The 

Alzheimer's Society, Queenscourt Hospice, Purple for Polio and Guide Dogs for the Blind.  Thanks 

to the Bill Gates Foundation, all monies raised by Pankhurst for Purple for Polio, was tripled.   

 

Fund raising activities were varied but included cake sales, tombola, raffles, pancake sales, change 

collections, the sales of recyclable/reusable Christmas trees, prom photos to year 11, plus a staff 

tuck shop.  Mrs Clift’s 50/50 club raises great anticipation amongst the staff each month to see who 

is going to win a cash prize. 

 

All in all, the total raised for the charities this year was over £2000.   

 

New House Leader for Seacole, Ms Gouldbourne, has decided that next year she is going to kick 

start fund raising for the neonatal unit at Liverpool Women’s Hospital and Help the Heroes and has 

events planned already for which she is going to need help and support from her new captains and 

vice-captains.  

 

As the year 11’s left and attended their final ever assembly, a brand new house award was 

announced.  This was the House Patrons Award, an award given to the pupil who displayed many of 

the qualities of the House Patrons themselves; strong, determined women who would achieve and 

succeed, over coming difficulties along the way and setting an example to all.  It was presented to 

Robyn Harrison who was a well deserved and popular winner.  As year 10 progress in to year 11, 

House Leaders will be on the look out for next years recipient.  

 



Let me go on to points. Changes to how pupils receive house achievement points this year, earning 

an extra five per week when they get everything spot on, has seen the total number rocket 

significantly.  Along with so many of the girls joining in after school events and clubs, for which 

they also receive points, this has seen the total overall go up to 213,757 at the cut off. This is so 

many that Miss Sharman who processes all the points for house assemblies, had to find new ways 

for the system to cope with it.  We are very grateful to her for her hard work. And probably hair 

pulling too.   Also all credit must go to the pupils who are making this happen. 

 

Lastly we come to the final House Assembly of the year, a full school event where prizes were 

awarded to the house champions in each house.   Overall House Champion for the year was 

Pankhurst’s Grace Higgins in 8T, with an incredible 574 points.    

 

8T as a form, with their form tutor Mrs McManus, also won the PDT Quiz Champions for the year 

by entering every one of the 6 quizzes and building up the biggest score.  All forms who completed 

all the quizzes received certificates for their hard work and much of this credit goes to their form 

tutors for making the effort and taking the time to ensure the pupils get to compete.  

 

Pankhurst has topped the leader board all year winning many of the above events that have taken 

place.  However Hepburn had been snapping at their heels every step of the way.  It was announced 

that at the final hurdle, Hepburn managed to take the trophy to become House Champions for the 

second year in a row, by only 289 points!  Next year I am sure Pankhurst will be out for revenge.  

 

Pupils from the winning house enjoyed an afternoon off timetable in the hall, where they tucked 

into popcorn, crisps and ice lollies while watching the musical delights of Mary Poppins Returns on 

the big screen.   

 

Another academic year is over and another about to begin.  There are challenges and rewards ahead 

and more busy times.  Therefore, please enjoy the summer break and make the most of time 

together; as adults we know, these special moments go by far too quickly.   

 

Please try not to melt too :-) 

 

Mrs A Moran 

House Co-Ordinator. 


