Celebrating Internationalism
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Boulogne French Study Visit

Boulogne 2018 was an amazing cultural trip to a foreign country. My friends and I had the time of our lives, it was
like  holiday, but with school. After we got to France we went for breakfast which gave us a boost for the rest of the
day. | absolutely loved going shopping in the little village street and the aquarium which was the coolest and the
biggest aquarium | have ever been to. The food was also really nice, especially the bread from the bakery which we
learnt how to make, all explained to us in French. This trip was the best trip | have been on in Year 7.

Beth - Year 7

Year 7 Children’s University Graduation
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“This year sixty pupils in Year 9 and 10 studying Spanish GCSE have been writing pen pal letters to our link school,
LESS. Gregorio Prieto, the letters have been related to the new GCSE and mainly been on the topics of Self, Family
and Friends, School, and Travel and Tourist Transactions.

Pupils involved have written half Spanish/ half English so it served as a reading and writing exercise. They have also
been in contact using social media, exchanging songs and local news with their pen pal.

‘The Spanish department decided to run a trip to Madrid and approached the school to ask if we could visit and at
the same time meet the pupils who had been in contact with each other over the course of several months. Forty of
the pupils took part. The aim was to actively engage in Spanish for a real purpose outside of the classroom, to
observe the similarities and differences in the respective school days and to meet their pen pal.

‘The day in the school was a huge success. The Spanish pen pals met their partner and showed them around the
school. The group divided in two and one group first went to the kitchens where they translated a Spanish recipe for
‘magdalenas (muffins) and then in groups made them. The other half did a getting to know you session in the gym
playing games and break the ice type activities which involved them trying to converse in Spanish.

‘Then the groups switched activities. The final activity was a dance lesson led by an older pupil to teach merengue. All >
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Tapas
Several of the Spanish club attendees had requested the return of tapas. The girls loved tasting tortila espaiola,

very spicy olives and tasty chorizo. A delicious Friday lunchtimel

Football
Galécticos vs Reds! Who will win? In advance of the UEFA Champions League, Spanish club watched the highlights
of Real Madrid vs Bayern Munich. Spanish club nearly went into extra time as we debated who would win in Kiev.

Los Fallas de San José
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Visit to Evergreen Blossom Academy in Ghana

An excited party of 18 people left Greenbank High School at 6.30am on Wednesday 7" February.

Sixteen hours later we arrived at The MacQueens Royal Hotel in Akropong.

After a good sleep and a healthy breakfast we were guests of honour at the Evergreen Blossom Academy PTA
meeting. ~Presentations were made and gifts given. The afternoon was spent with the children in classes and our
‘pupils were practising their dance routine for the forthcoming wedding of our hosts Francis and Spendylove. Francis
is the Headteacher at Evergreen and our friendship with him goes back to 2009 when we were introduced through
‘The British Council Connecting Classrooms scheme.

Francis was able to show us the site for the new school which will enable them to enrol more pupils. It's a work in

progress.
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The highlight of the visit was the traditional engagement and wedding of Francis and Spendy. The whole day was
one of sheer joy, music and dancing. The ladies had prepared enough delicious food for the whole village. The
Greenbank pupils together with Mr and Mrs Palmer performed Amazing Grace on their instruments. The pupils then
performed their dance routine which received rapturous applause from the wedding guests. Spendy had been
sewing all the wedding costumes for her and her family plus she somehow found the time to make all 18 of us
dresses or shirts to wear at Church the next day. They all fitted perfectly and will be treasured as a memento of the
visit.

We also visit a medical centre, and did some work experience. We attended Church on Sunday morning and were
embraced by the congregation. We took an excursion to a leisure centre with the whole school, where the children
played games and used the swimming pool. For some of the primary pupils it was their first ever experience of a
swimming pool.

The group then took a trip to Cape Coast; this was the day we had to rise by 3am. Whilst there we visited the Cape
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Working with some of the top professionals in the game. = We celebrated the incredible sporting
achievements of pupils at both individual and team level.

MFL Visit to Lille

The recent Lille trip was a great success. The girls’ behaviour and conduct was consistently excellent;
they were a credit to parents and the school. The trip brought the purpose for Learning French to life for
pupils and hopefully they will continue to stay in touch with the pupils they met at Collége St Adrien. We
will continue to work with them to develop this link and hope to offer further opportunities to the pupils
during their time at Greenbank.
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Battlefields visit

Year ten pupils Olivia and Issy were Greenbank’s representatives on the government funded University
College of London Battlefields Tour, last month. They travelled to Belgium and France to remember those
that sacrificed so much in World War 1 and to further the legacy of remembrance in Greenbank.

On the tour, the pupils visited battlefield sites such as Newfoundland and Neuve Chappelle. As well as
this, they went to museums on key battles of the war, such as Memorial Museum Passchendaele, to
experience the layout of a trench. By visiting Commonwealth Cemeteries it highlighted why it is known
as a world war due the involvement of so many countries such as India, Canada and New Zealand.
Additionally, a very poignant moment of the tour was the visit to the Menin Gate to witness the Last
Post. The Menin Gate is the entrance to Ypres and this was the route thousands of soldiers took, to reach
the front line.

The tour has added to the pupils understanding of trench warfare and medical developments in the
conflict, which closely links to their History GCSE. They are eager to pass on their knowledge and to
remember the sacrifice of those who fought in World War 1. Both Issy and Olivia have found this trip
extremely humbling, below is their personal account of the trip.
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‘The girls behaved impeccably and were an asset to the school. They will now use what they have learnt
to inspire them back at school in their Literacy Leader role. A wonderful day for all involved!

MFL UCLAN visit

A sgroup of Year 10 MFL pupils visited the University of Central Lancashire, Preston to take part in a
European Day of Languages event. The day consisted of culture talks, career options and tours of the
university campus and language facilities. At lunchtime, colourful displays from UCLAN’s international
students could be viewed, allowing pupils to sample their foreign foods whilst being greeted in a
plethora of languages. Pupils were served a complimentary packed lunch. During the afternoon,

activities continued with engaging talks and multiple taster sessions hosted in a wealth of world
languages.

French FLA

Our new French Foreign Language Assistant, Pauline Jambet, joined us this term. She has a 12-hour per
‘week timetable working primarily with our KS4 exam classes but also with several classes in Y7 & Y8.
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GHS Christmas Newsletter 2018 2

You can see below. Well done to all pupils who took part. Certificates and prizes for the top 3 pupils in
each language will be handed out in assembly after half term.

MFL Club

The club has gone from strength to strength with more and more pupils attending each week. This term
we have had a range of activities including ‘EL dia de los muertos’ and a special session talking about
Christmas in Austria, complete with musical accompaniment from Mrs Palmer. We also had Lebkuchen to

taste. Thanks to Miss Griffiths for her continued efforts running the club and Mrs Palmer for the
Christmas session.

Language Leaders

The new cohort of Language Leaders were signed up this term. Enrichment day went very well and all
pupils were engaged and involved in all activities during the day. Their roles and responsibilities have
already started and they have already been out to primary schools to share their language knowledge

and are amazing ambassadors. Many thanks to Mrs Hill for her continued hard work with our Language
Leaders and the work they do in the primary schools
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travelled to Greenwich to visit the Royal Observatory where we saw the prime meridian and gazed at the stars in the
planetarium. After a walk through Greenwich, we then took a boat ride to Westminster and enjoyed more fantastic
views on the London Eye. Finally on Saturday we made a stop on the way home to Bletchley Park, which was the
central site for British Codebreakers during World War I1. We would like to thank all the pupils on this trip for their
exemplary behaviour and showing great maturity throughout

'CERN (The European Organization for Nuclear Research) Physics Stu

‘Thirty pupils took part in a Year 10 physics study visit to CERN in Switzerland, the largest physics experiment in the
world. A whole day was spent in CERN with lectures detailing from its inception to date. A visit to the United
Nations building in Geneva was equally interesting. Pupils were given a guided tour and pupils were able to sit in
committee rooms that had been seen on television, where world leaders sit and discuss events that affect us all. The
visit will hopefully inspire pupils to either work in politics or physics!
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